  2009 VATD Conference Agenda

“Benchmarking:  A Bridge to Success”

Tuesday, October 27
5:00 - 8:00
Registration and networking

4:00 - 8:30
Vendor Set – up 
James River Corridor
6:30 - 8:30
Networking Reception 2009.  Hosted by Barbara Fuller, Pearson Educational Assessment.  This session will give new DDOTs a chance to meet Shelley Loving-Ryder, Assistant Superintendent for Student Assessment and School Improvement, VDOE,  and for all attendees to learn of Pearson’s new product offerings for 2009.  

  
         Parlor G                               
Wednesday, October 28
 7:30 - 8:15   
Registration & Continental Breakfast Sponsored by Tests for Higher 


 
Standards, David Mott                                                               James River Foyer   

8:15 - 8:30
Welcome and Introductory Remarks - Glen Miller, President, VATD and Dr. Marcus Newsome, Superintendent, Chesterfield County Public Schools             








           Parlors G & H

8:30 - 8:45 
The State of Assessment in Virginia.   Dr. Patricia Wright, Virginia Superintendent of Public Instruction.  


           Parlors G & H     




           
8:45 - 10:15
Benchmark Assessments:  Potentials and Pitfalls.  Jay McTighe, Conference Keynote Address  





          Parlors G & H         




    
  
                                                                                                                   
          10:15 - 10:45
Vendor Break - Refreshments sponsored by Tests for Higher Standards                                                                                                                          

   

                                                            James River Corridor
                 10:45 - noon  
Breakouts with the Experts 1 



Classroom Assessment Practices to Enhance Learning:  Jay McTighe     Parlor C   







           
   


Benchmark Assessments: Promises and Perils:  Jim McMillan                Parlor D                                                   


            








Noon - 1:00   Conference Luncheon  – Sponsored by  ETS


          Parlors G & H       
   








          

1:00 - 2:15   
Breakouts with the Experts 2  



Classroom Assessment Practices to Enhance Learning: Jay McTighe      Parlor C
 


Benchmark Assessments: Promises and Perils:  Jim McMillan                Parlor  D        
  2:25 - 3:25   
Conference Breakout Session 1.  See chart (next page) for session titles and 
 
locations.
  3:25 - 3:55    
Vendor Break – Refreshments sponsored by Tests for Higher Standards  










James River Corridor
                   4:00 - 5:00   
Conference Breakout Session 2.  See chart (next page) for session titles and 
locations.   

5:30 - 7:00   
Conference Dinner  Sponsored by Pearson State Services,  Brian Farmer, Host    




Music by Clover Hill High School Chamber Orchestra Quarter, Chesterfield 
County Public Schools, Melissa Gordon, conducting                    Parlors  G & H

7:15 – 10:30  
VATD Hospitality Suite, Sponsored by VATD
                              Room 806
2:25-3:25 PM    Breakout Session 1    See Below for Sessions, Times, and Locations

	Session Number, Title, and Presenters                                            (Refer to Breakout Session Planning Matrix, p.6)
	Location   

	 *10.  “Understanding the Scoring of the SOL Writing Prompt Responses" - A Web-Based Professional Development Opportunity.  Ron Weathers, Pearson 
	              York

	**13.  Campus Common Assessments Using D2SC.  Dawn Eibel, Richard Strauss, Norfolk City Public Schools
	                Bon Air

	*17.  Tips from the College Board on Improving PSAT /SAT Performance.  Jaye Espy, College Board. 
	               New River

	                                                                                                                                        9. The Many Threats to Test Validity    David Mott, Tests for Higher Standards
	              Anna

	6.   EIMS for Beginners.   Kris Herakovich-Curtis, Pearson 
	   Chesterfield

	*11.  Score Data Upload - How do I use it? Is it for me?  Tracey Oehler, Emily Ware, Pearson.   
	            Parlor A

	**18.  Panel Discussion: Using The Curriculum Frameworks to Drive Instructional Practice That Rocks!  Cindy  Sparks, Chesapeake City Schools, Susan  Chadwell  Lee County Public Schools, Steven Cornett, Grayson County Public Schools,  Ernie Satterwhite, CSSG. 
	            Parlor B

	*22.  Local School Audits.  Lenore Callahan,  Fairfax County Public Schools  
	            Parlor C

	*1.  Do You Have Processes in Place to Help You Calculate Accreditation and Track Historical AYP Data? Barry Kavy, VATD, and Paulette France, Virginia Beach City Public Schools.
	Parlor D

	(* indicates repeat session           ** indicates  school division/vendor session)

	4:00-5:00 PM   Breakout Session 2   See Below for Sessions, Times, and Locations

	Session Number, Title, and Presenters

(Refer to Breakout Session Planning Matrix, p.6)
	Location

	*10.  “Understanding the Scoring of the SOL Writing Prompt Responses" - A Web-Based Professional Development Opportunity.  Ron Weathers, Pearson                                                                                                          
	               York

	15.  Implementing Online Testing at Secondary and Elementary Schools - Practices from Virginia Beach.  Paul Leon, Virginia Beach City Public Schools. 
	             Bon Air

	*17.  Tips from the College Board on Improving PSAT /SAT Performance.  Jaye Espy, College Board. 
	             New River

	16.  Training New DDOTS:  Pointers from a Veteran DDOT.  Ron Gunter, Chesterfield County Public Schools 
	              Anna

	14.  Connecting the Dots: Asking the Right Questions.    Jennifer Cassata, Kenneth Hinson, Prince William County Public Schools 
	   Chesterfield

	*11.  Score Data Upload - How do I use it? Is it for me?  Tracey Oehler, Emily Ware, Pearson.   
	            Parlor A

	21.  Gaining Consensus on Benchmark Testing.  Aaron Spence, Chesterfield County Public Schools.
	Parlor B

	                                                                                                                                             *22.  Local School Audits.  Lenore Callahan,  Fairfax County Public Schools 
	           Parlor C

	*1.  Do You Have Processes in Place to Help You Calculate Accreditation and Track Historical AYP Data? Barry Kavy, VATD, and Paulette France, Virginia Beach City Public Schools.
	Parlor D

	(* indicates repeat session           ** indicates school division/vendor session)


Thursday, October 29
7:30-8:00
Registration and Breakfast, sponsored by VATD.     
     James River Foyer                                                                                                                                
                                                                                             

8:00-9:00
      
Conference Breakout Session 3. See chart below for session titles and locations.   

9:05-10:05   
Conference Breakout Session 4. See chart (next page) for session titles and locations.   
10:05-10:30
Vendor Break – Refreshments sponsored by Riverside         James River Corridor                                                                                                                      

10:30-11:30
 Susan Williams, VDOE, “Accreditation and AYP in 2009”           Parlors C & D                                
11:30-12:30   
VATD Awards Luncheon, Sponsored by VATD                              Parlors C & D                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
8:00-9:00 AM     Breakout Session 3    See Below for Sessions, Times, and Locations
	Session Number, Title, and Presenters

(Refer to Breakout Session Planning Matrix, p.6)
	Location

	*20.  ACCESS for ELLS® Administration:  A Year in Review.  Robert Fugate, VA Dept of Education
	               York

	*23.  Improving the Academic Transition from Elementary to Middle School through Growth Models. Kathleen Oliver, Lenore Callahan, Emmanuel Bonhomme, Fairfax County Public Schools.  
	             Bon Air

	5.  Unraveling the Mysteries of Scale Scores and Proficient/Advanced Cut-Scores.

Lucille Dungan, ETS.  
	            New River

	**4.  Benchmarking Plus: Using Interactive Achievement and eInstruction in Henry County's Differentiation Initiative.  Patrice Newnam, Henry County Public Schools, Jacob Gibson, Interactive Achievement, and Steve Agee, eInstruction. 
	              Anna

	*2.  VGLA Data Management.  Kendra Weber, Maria Vasquez, Kathy Thacker, Farifax County Public Schools.
	   Chesterfield

	 19.  Yes, Virginia, There is a National Assessment with State Results.  Wendy Geiger, VA Dept of Education.  
	            Parlor A

	*3.  The Power of Processing: How to Plan and Implement Successful Prescoring Practices.  Mary Wills, Jane Bell, Deb Anderson, Fauquier County Public Schools
	Parlor B

	(* indicates repeat session           ** indicates school division/vendor session)



                   9:05-10:05 AM    Breakout Session 4   See Below for Sessions, Times, and Locations
	                            Session Number, Title, and Presenters

(Refer to Breakout Session Planning Matrix, p.6)
	Location

	*20.  ACCESS for ELLS® Administration:  A Year in Review.  Robert Fugate, VA Dept of Education
	               York

	*23.  Improving the Academic Transition from Elementary to Middle School through Growth Models. Kathleen Oliver, Lenore Callahan, Emmanuel Bonhomme, Fairfax County Public Schools.  
	             Bon Air

	                                                                                                                                              12.  Online Testing in Elementary Schools.  Betty Mills, Arlington Public Schools. 
	            New River

	8.  Using the Cognitive Abilities Test to Provide Instructional Interventions. Richard Strauss, Dorie Banks, Joanne Funk, Norfolk City Public Schools, and Mary Ann Ciciarelli, Riverside.   
	              Anna

	*2.  VGLA Data Management.  Kendra Weber, Maria Vasquez, Kathy Thacker, Farifax County Public Schools.
	   Chesterfield

	                                                                                                                                               7.  EIMS for Advanced Users.  Kris Herakovich-Curtis, Pearson   
	            Parlor A

	*3.  The Power of Processing: How to Plan and Implement Successful Prescoring Practices.  Mary Wills, Jane Bell, Deb Anderson, Fauquier County Public Schools
	Parlor B

	(* indicates repeat session           ** indicates school division/vendor session)


Special Thanks

Special thanks to the following organizations for sponsoring or contributing to various 2009 conference functions:

PEARSON – State Services
Educational Testing Service
Tests for Higher Standards

Riverside Publishing

PEARSON – Educational Assessment
Consulting, Services and Solutions Group
VATD Conference Breakout Session Planning Matrix

	         Room

 
	      York      
	       Bon Air  
	    New River

 
	   Anna

 
	                                  Chesterfield

 
	 Parlor A
	 Parlor B
	 Parlor C
	 Parlor D

	Session 1    Wed  
	10*
	13
	17*
	9
	6
	11*
	18
	22*
	1*

	Session 2    Wed 
	10*
	15
	17*
	16
	14
	11*
	21
	22*
	1*

	Session 3  Thurs 
	20*
	23*
	5
	4
	2*
	19
	3*
	

	Session 4  Thurs 
	20*
	23*
	12
	8
	2*
	7
	3*
	

	* session is repeated
	


*1.  Do You Have Processes in Place to Help You Calculate Accreditation and Track Historical 
AYP Data?

*2.  VGLA Data Management.  

*3.  The Power of Processing: How to Plan and Implement Successful Prescoring Practices.  

  4.  Benchmarking Plus: Using Interactive Achievement and eInstruction in Henry County's 
Differentiation Initiative

  5.  Unraveling the Mysteries of Scale Scores and Proficient/Advanced Cut-Scores.

  6.  EIMS for Beginners.  

  7.  EIMS for Advanced Users.  

  8.  Using the Cognitive Abilities Test to Provide Instructional Interventions

  9.  The Many Threats to Test Validity.  
*10.  “Understanding the Scoring of the SOL Writing Prompt Responses" - A Web-Based 
Professional Development Opportunity.  

*11.  Score Data Upload - How do I use it? Is it for me?  

  12.  Online Testing in Elementary Schools.  

  13.  Campus Common Assessments Using D2SC.  

  14.  Connecting the Dots: Asking the Right Questions

  15.  Implementing Online Testing at Secondary and Elementary Schools - Practices from 
Virginia Beach

  16.  Training New DDOTS:  Pointers from a Veteran DDOT

  17.  Tips from the College Board on Improving PSAT/SAT Performance.

  18.  Panel Discussion: Using the Curriculum Frameworks to Drive Instructional Practice That 
Rocks!  

  19.  Yes, Virginia, There is a National Assessment with State Results.  

*20.  ACCESS for ELLS® Administration:  A Year in Review

  21.  Gaining Consensus on Benchmark Testing.  

*22.  Local School Audits


*23.  Improving the Academic Transition from Elementary to Middle School through Growth 
Models. 

Conference Breakout Session Descriptions
1.  Do You Have Processes in Place to Help You Calculate Accreditation and Track Historical AYP Data? Barry Kavy, VATD, and Paulette France, Virginia Beach City Public Schools.  Virginia Beach City Public Schools (VBCPS), in conjunction with Barry Kavy (VATD Board Member), will share how VBCPS templates are used to calculate accreditation ratings.  They will also show how VBCPS keeps track of historical AYP results. These templates will be shared and can be adapted for use in your own school division.  

2.  VGLA Data Management.  Kendra Weber, Maria Vasquez, Kathy Thacker, Fairfax County Public Schools.  This presentation will include several new applications Fairfax County Public Schools developed to manage data for the Virginia Grade Level Alternative (VGLA) Assessments. The process takes you from the beginning of the year when binder orders are filled, to scanning the binders at check-in, to scanning the last binder at the scoring event, to completing the inventory back at our Test Distribution Center (TDC) for storage. See how Fairfax County Public Schools was able to upload over 8,500 VGLA scores using the scan forms created by our data analyst team for each subject area test along with a program to capture the data, saving time AND money, in a format that allowed VGLA data to be “scrubbed” for accuracy and “Q & A’d” before being uploaded to PEMSolutions and validated. Highlights will not only include some tips about planning and running a scoring event, but also will include: • Tracking binders throughout the process from check-in at TDC to return to TDC for storage. • Confirming accuracy of data on the Scantron form. • Submitting the scores to Pearson • Validating the scores Join us and take the mystery out of the VGLA! 

3.  The Power of Processing: How to Plan and Implement Successful Prescoring Practices.  Mary Wills, Jane Bell, Deb Anderson, Fauquier County Public Schools.  Were your VAAP and VGLA scorers sidetracked by evidence that was not graded or incorrectly graded, SEI tag problems, and/or other issues that could have been fixed before they came to scoring? If so, this workshop is for you! Learn how to plan and implement a prescoring "party" for your district to catch these types of issues and allow your teachers to fix these minor infractions before your collections go to scoring. The who, what, when, and where of prescoring will be discussed as related to mid-size and smaller school districts which will improve your VAAP and VGLA scoring events as well as your scores.

4.  Benchmarking Plus: Using Interactive Achievement and eInstruction in Henry County's Differentiation Initiative.  Patrice Newnam, Henry County Public Schools, Jacob Gibson, Interactive Achievement, and Steve Agee, eInstruction.  A joint presentation by Henry County, eInstruction and Interactive Achievement. The presenters will outline the benefits of Henry County's "Differentiation Initiative". The initiative calls for teachers to use Interactive Achievement and eInstuction products to deliver benchmark tests, as well as formative assessments. The initiative also calls for the use of pre and post assessments to determine prior knowledge, tailor instruction, and promote effective data driven instruction.

5.  Unraveling the Mysteries of Scale Scores and Proficient/Advanced Cut-Scores.  Lucille Dungan, ETS.  This session presents the basic concepts behind scale scores and cut scores. In a non-technical manner, the session answers common educator questions about how scale scores are produced, what they mean, and why they are difficult for school professionals and the public to understand. How scale scores are generated is presented first, and then the interrelated concepts of equating of test forms and the meaning of cut-scores are explained. This session is meant for administrators and educators who do not have formal training in Item Response Theory. Bring your questions! 

6.   EIMS for Beginners.  Kris Herakovich-Curtis, Pearson.  If you are new to testing and working with data, please join this session to learn more about the user friendly reporting tools in EIMS. You'll learn how STI's are assigned and how the assessment tools and EIMS are link. In addition, we'll demonstrate how to run reports with aggregate data, create your own student roster, and search for individual student's assessment scores. 

7.  EIMS for Advanced Users.  Kris Herakovich-Curtis, Pearson  For those of you who have been using EIMS for the past year or more, please join this refresher session to learn more about the new tools in EIMS. We'll demonstrate how to create your own student roster, utilize the ASOL Tracking Report, Watch List and Postsecondary Reports. 

8.  Title:  Using the Cognitive Abilities Test to Provide Instructional Interventions. Richard Strauss, Dorie Banks, Joanne Funk, Norfolk City Public Schools, and Mary Ann Ciciarelli, Riverside.  The prevalence of high nonverbal reasoning strength among children in an urban district challenges us to alter instruction.  A program for second graders scoring above the 80th percentile on the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) nonverbal battery and significantly lower on verbal and quantitative batteries compels us to study the effectiveness of targeted instructional strategies.  We will share the CogAT testing process, results, and an instructional intervention that has resulted in learning increases.  

9. The Many Threats to Test Validity.  David Mott, Tests for Higher Standards.  In order for a test or assessment to have any value whatsoever, it must be possible to make reasonable inferences from the score. This is much harder than it seems. The test instruments, the testing conditions, the students, and the score interpreters, and perhaps Fate ALL need to be working together to produce data worth using. Many specific threats will be delineated; a number of solutions suggested; and audience participation is strongly encouraged.

10.  “Understanding the Scoring of the SOL Writing Prompt Responses" - A Web-Based Professional Development Opportunity.  Ron Weathers, Pearson.

This session will provide an overview of the "Understand Scoring" functionality of "Pearson Access". The former "Mentor" product has been ported to a new technology platform that also can provide many new functions. This session will also highlight some of those additional functions including online tools, professional development reference material, lesson planning tools, teaching materials and student assignments.

11.  Score Data Upload - How do I use it? Is it for me?  Tracey Oehler, Emily Ware, Pearson.  In this session you will learn about all of the changes to PearsonAccess designed to make the score entry process easier for VGLA and VAAP . The focus will be on making Score Data Upload useful for all divisions, large, small or in between.
12.  Online Testing in Elementary Schools.  Betty Mills, Arlington Public Schools.  Testing elementary students online can be a challenge. Getting schools to try it is the even bigger challenge. In 2007 we piloted online testing at 4 schools resulting in 3% of our elementary tests being given online. Our percentage went to 31 in 2008 and 70 in 2009. One of our schools went from 0% to 100% in one year! We will show you how we did it with handouts we use to support each school's efforts every step of the way. We will cover roadblocks as well as achievements and share how we facilitated this phenomenal change within our division. We think we have something to offer to anyone who is contemplating bringing elementary schools online or just looking for ways to boost online participation. 

13.  Campus Common Assessments Using D2SC.  Dawn Eibel, Richard Strauss, Norfolk City Public Schools.  Although Norfolk Public Schools originally brought in the D2 Data Driven Software solution for division-wide benchmarks, Northside Middle School teachers began to use the system to create common assessments and analyze the data using D2SC reports. Teachers are immediately able to determine which standards students have mastered as well as which students need remediation. Northside is now taking D2SC to the next level by creating a bank of questions that are being used to create online tests. D2SC is user friendly and the company has been willing to listen to our needs. Together, our partnership has proved to be invaluable. 

14.  Connecting the Dots: Asking the Right Questions.    Jennifer Cassata, Kenneth Hinson, Prince William County Public Schools.  Determining the right questions to ask about your data can help you make strategic connections and develop the necessary strategies for improving achievement. In order to truly improve your program, it is necessary to ask questions in a strategic way. Participants will engage in activities designed to have them think like researchers to so they can ask the right questions that will allow them to pinpoint the reasons data appear the way they do and synthesize various forms of data. The goal is to ask questions that will allow you to determine causes and potential action plans for moving forward. 

15.  Implementing Online Testing at Secondary and Elementary Schools - Practices from Virginia Beach.  Paul Leon, Virginia Beach City Public Schools.  In addition to full implementation at the secondary level, Virginia Beach began online testing at ten elementary schools in spring 2009. In spring 2010, all 54 elementary schools will go online for select tests. Testing specialists from Virginia Beach will discuss practices and procedures they have used to successfully administer online testing at secondary schools and plans for implementation at elementary schools.

16.  Training New DDOTS:  Pointers from a Veteran DDOT.   Ron Gunter, Chesterfield County Public Schools.   Hear tips and pointers, facts and bits of general information about the DDOT job that have been proven successful over the years.  
17.  Tips from the College Board on Improving PSAT /SAT Performance.   Jaye Espy, College Board.  This session will show how to use the District Summary of Answers to analyze PSAT test performance in reading, writing, and mathematics, and how students can then better prepare for the SAT.  The use of student workbooks for improving test performance will be discussed, as will the linking of test objectives to Virginia’s SOLs.   

18.  Panel Discussion: Using The Curriculum Frameworks to Drive Instructional Practice That Rocks!  Cindy  Sparks, Chesapeake City Schools, Susan Chadwell,  Lee County Public Schools, Steven Cornett,  Grayson County Public Schools,  Ernie Satterwhite, CSSG.  The discussion will focus on how different school divisions are using the curriculum frameworks to develop pacing guides that rock; develop powerful benchmarks; analysis benchmark data for input to instructional practice; analyze SOL Reporting Category and SPBQ data; and assure Instructional Practice is consistently meeting the Gold Standard.   

19.  Yes, Virginia, There is a National Assessment with State Results.  Wendy Geiger, VA Dept of Education.  This session will provide an overview of how NAEP uses samples of students and test items to report state and national test results. Virginia's fourth and eighth graders have participated in the National Assessment of Educational Progress state level assessments since the early 1990's. The NAEP 2009 mathematics results will be presented as well as the schedule of upcoming national assessments.

20.  ACCESS for ELLS® Administration:  A Year in Review.  Robert Fugate, VA Dept of Education.  This session will provide a review of the spring 2009 administration of ACCESS for ELLs® and update information for the spring 2010 administration.

21.  Gaining Consensus on Benchmark Testing.  Aaron Spence, Chesterfield County Public Schools.  This session will focus on the development of a division-wide benchmark testing program, including a look at the online testing application and data warehouse system as well as the work across levels to gain consensus on the purposes of benchmark testing.  Positive benefits of testing and possible barriers to a system-wide approach will be discussed.

22.  Local School Audits.  Lenore Callahan,  Fairfax County Public Schools.  Fairfax has developed a series of "look-fors" in auditing schools to ensure that schools are in compliance with the Virginia Department of Education guidelines. The audits are divided into four components: Standards Verifiable by Documentation, Standards Verifiable by Observation, Standards Verifiable by Statement, and a survey of Examiner's Responses. These tools have also been used for non-Standards of Learning Assessments.


23.  Improving the Academic Transition from Elementary to Middle School through Growth Models. Kathleen Oliver, Lenore Callahan, Emmanuel Bonhomme, Fairfax County Public Schools.  Fairfax continues to study individual student performance over time to provide student-level data for use in raising student achievement. Our focus is on students and their individual performance trajectories rather than on identifying schools or classrooms in which student performance is improving or exceeding expectations. Our presentation will include a discussion of the FCPS growth model for mathematics achievement in grades 3 through 8. Assessments included in the growth model are the Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL) tests, Virginia Grade Level Alternative (VGLA) assessments, and Virginia Alternative Assessment Program (VAAP) results. Additional data from the Developmental Reading Assessments Second Edition (DRA2) and certain Cognitive Abilities test batteries are also included to better predict individual student achievement. The presentation will include our implementation plan focusing on preparing students in grade 5 for the elementary to middle school transition.  



Speaker Biographies

Jay McTighe


Jay McTighe brings a wealth of experience developed during a rich and varied career in education. He served as Director of the Maryland Assessment Consortium, a state collaboration of school districts working together to develop and share formative performance assessments. Prior to this position, Jay was involved with school improvement projects at the Maryland State Department of Education where he directed the development of the Instructional Framework, a multi-media database on teaching. Jay is well known for his work with “thinking skills,” having coordinated statewide efforts to develop instructional strategies, curriculum models, and assessment procedures for improving the quality of student thinking. In addition to his work at the state level, Jay has experience at the district level in Prince George’s County, Maryland as a classroom teacher, resource specialist, and program coordinator. He also served as director of a state residential enrichment program for Gifted and Talented students. 


Jay is an accomplished author, having co-authored ten books, including the best-selling Understanding by Design series with Grant Wiggins. He has written more than thirty articles and book chapters, published in a number of leading journals, including Educational Leadership (ASCD) and The Developer (National Staff Development Council).


Jay has an extensive background in professional development and is a regular speaker at national, state, and district conferences and workshops. He has made presentations in forty-five states in the U.S., six provinces in Canada, and fourteen countries outside of North America.  


Jay received his undergraduate degree from The College of William and Mary, earned a Masters degree from The University of Maryland and has completed post-graduate studies at The Johns Hopkins University. He was selected to participate in The Educational Policy Fellowship Program through the Institute for Educational Leadership in Washington, DC.  He served as a member of the National Assessment Forum, a coalition of education and civil rights organizations advocating reforms in national, state and local assessment policies and practices. 

Dr. James McMillan


Dr. James McMillan is Professor and Chair of the Department of Foundations of Education in the School of Education at Virginia Commonwealth University.  He has been a faculty member in higher education since 1976, and has taught at Virginia Commonwealth University for 30 years.  He is also Director of the Metropolitan Educational Research Consortium, a 17-year partnership between VCU and seven Richmond area school districts to conduct collaborative applied research in areas of study identified by the districts.  Dr. McMillan teaches research methods, assessment, and evaluation, and coordinates the research and evaluation track of the Ph.D. in Education program.  He obtained his doctorate from Northwestern University in and Masters from Michigan State University.   

Dr. McMillan has published over 60 journal articles, including articles in Educational Measurement: Issues and Practice, Educational Psychologist, Journal of Social Psychology, Contemporary Educational Psychology, American Journal of Educational Research, Journal of Higher Education, and the Journal of Educational Psychology.  He has made more than 60 professional presentations, primarily at the annual meetings of the American Educational Research Association.  Dr. McMillan has published several books, including recent editions of Research in Education:  Evidence-Based Inquiry, Educational Research: Fundamentals for the Consumer, Understanding and Evaluating Educational Research, Assessment Essentials for Standards-Based Education, and Classroom Assessment:  Principles and Practice for Effective Standards-based Instruction.   Dr. McMillan is a past recipient of the VATD Excellence in Assessment Award.  His current research interests include the relationships between classroom assessment and grading and student motivation, formative assessment, and the effectiveness of benchmark testing.  His most recent study is a qualitative investigation of the use of benchmark testing for formative assessment.

Dr. Patricia I. Wright


During her more than 20 years with the Virginia Department of Education and 33 total years in public education, Dr. Patricia I. Wright has worked closely with the Board of Education, governors, the General Assembly, local school systems and professional organizations to develop and implement Virginia’s standards-based accountability program and statewide system of support for public schools. 


Dr. Wright became Virginia’s superintendent of public instruction on October 1, 2008, after being appointed to the position by Governor Timothy M. Kaine in July 2008.

As superintendent, Dr. Wright serves as the executive officer of the Virginia Department of Education, which is the administrative agency for the commonwealth’s public schools. She also serves as secretary of the Board of Education. 


Prior to her appointment as the commonwealth’s chief school officer, Dr. Wright served as chief deputy superintendent, acting superintendent, deputy superintendent, assistant superintendent for instruction, director of secondary instruction, associate director of secondary instruction and state mathematics specialist.


Before coming to VDOE in 1985, Dr. Wright taught mathematics for 10 years at the secondary and middle school levels in Sussex County and Chesterfield County public schools. 

Dr. Wright received her doctorate in mathematics education from the University of Virginia, a master’s degree in mathematics education from Virginia Commonwealth University and a bachelor’s degree in mathematics from James Madison University. Dr. Wright is a native of Brunswick County and a product of Virginia’s public school system.    
Dr. Marcus J. Newsome

During the past 30 years, Dr. Marcus J. Newsome has established an exemplary record serving children as a teacher, building administrator, curriculum writer and central office administrator. In October 2006, he became superintendent of Chesterfield County Public Schools. 


Dr. Newsome came to Chesterfield from Newport News Public Schools, where he spent three years as superintendent. Prior to joining Newport News, Dr. Newsome worked in various administrative positions for Prince George’s County (Md.) Public Schools and in administrative and teaching positions for District of Columbia Public Schools. He serves or has served as co-chair of the Virginia Governor Elect’s Education Transition Policy Committee and Harvard University Urban Superintendent Associate in Practice. 


Dr. Newsome holds doctorate degrees in Educational Leadership from Bowie State University in Maryland and in Religious Education from International Seminary in Plymouth, Fla., a Master’s degree from Bowie State and a bachelor’s degree from Elizabeth City State University.


Active in the community, he is involved in the United Way, Boys and Girls Club and Boy Scouts. He also is the recipient of numerous awards including the FBI Community Service Award, NAACP Living Legend’s Award and Presidential Citation from the National Association for Equality Opportunity in Higher Education. Dr. Newsome is married to a school teacher and is the father of three children. 
Virginia Association of Test Directors





The purposes of this association are to support exemplary testing practices; to establish a means of professional identification for assessment personnel; to stimulate interest in educational testing; to promote the development and training of professional assessment personnel; to foster an exchange of assessment, research, and methods among professional educators in Virginia; and to facilitate cooperation among various school divisions, educational institutions, and agencies in Virginia and the nation.








On Tests....





I didn't fail the test, I just found 100 ways to do it wrong.      Benjamin Franklin





Tests


Testing, testing


Never resting.


If I flunk


I’ll fall down, KLUNK!!


  “....a regular fourth grade kid”





At the end of your life, you will never regret not having passed one more test, not winning one more verdict or not closing one more deal. You will regret time not spent with a husband, a friend, a child, or a parent.     Barbara Bush
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