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  2011 VATD Conference Agenda 
“Testing, Technology, and Teachers” 

 
     

Thursday, October 27 
  7:30 -   8:30  Registration & Continental Breakfast Sponsored by VATD                                                              

 James River Foyer    
                                                                   
 8:30 -   9:00 Welcome and Introductory Remarks – Dr. Glen Miller, President, VATD and Dr. 

Marcus Newsome, Superintendent, Chesterfield County Public Schools              

     Parlors G & H 

 

  9:00 - 10:30 The Assessment Consortia and Major Trends in K-12 Assessment: What Do They 

Mean For Virginia Public Schools?  Dr. Pascal D. Forgione, Jr.                       

2011 Conference Keynote Address                             Parlors G & H   

                                                                                                                                        

          10:30 - 10:55 Vendor Break - Refreshments sponsored by Tests for Higher Standards 

        James River Corridor 

 

                 11:00 – 12:00  Conference Breakout Session 1  See session titles    
                                            

12:00 – 1:00    Conference Luncheon  – Sponsored by ETS, Sarah Rhame host        Parlors G & H                               

 

1:00 -  2:00     Conference Breakout Session 2.  See session titles   

     

       2:10 -  2:40  The State of Assessment in the Commonwealth.   Dr. Patricia Wright, State 

Superintendent of Public Instruction                            Parlors G & H     

 

  2:40 -  3:40   Student Achievement and Teacher Evaluation in Virginia.  Dr. Mark Allan, 

Virginia Department of Education            Parlors G & H                   

      

   3:40 – 4:00   Vendor Break – Refreshments sponsored by Riverside   

      James River Corridor 
 

                    4:00 - 5:00   Conference Breakout Session 3.  Regional Meetings     
   

  5:30 - 7:00  Conference Dinner & Music- Sponsored by Pearson State Services and Pearson 

Learning Assessment, Kim Carson & Barbara Fuller, hosts       

Music provided by the Monacan High School Jazz Band,   

Jenny Ryan, Band and Orchestra Director                 Parlors G & H                          

        

  

  7:30 - 10:30 VATD Hospitality Suite, Sponsored by VATD                               Room 806 
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Friday , October 28 
  7:45 -   8:30  Registration and Coffee   James River Foyer                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

   8:30 -   9:30  Conference Breakout Session 4. See session titles   

 

  9:30 - 10:00   Conference Check out time 

                                       

10:00 - 11:00 VATD Awards Brunch, Sponsored by VATD Parlors G & H                                 

 

11:00 - 12:15 Susan Williams, VDOE, “Accreditation and AYP in 2011” Parlors G & H                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 
 

 

Special Thanks 
 

Special thanks to the following organizations for 

sponsoring or contributing to various 2011 conference 

functions: 

 

PEARSON – State Services  

PEARSON – Learning Assessment 

Educational Testing Service 

Riverside Publishing 

Test for Higher Standards 

Consulting, Services and Solutions Group 
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VATD Conference Breakout Session Planning Matrix 
 

 

*Regional meetings conducted with an agenda from VDOE and VATD 
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York       
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A 

 
 Parlor 

B 

Session 1    
Thurs AM  

19  8 14 1 11 16 5 

Session 2    
Thurs PM 

 20 4   17 2/3  15  18 6 

Session 3*  
Thurs PM 

VATD 

2012 
Planning    

Region 
1  

Region 
2 

Region 
3   

Region    
4  

Region 
5/6   

Region 
7/8   

Session 4  
Friday AM 

7  9  10 12  13    

 

 Virginia Association of Test Directors 
 
The purposes of this association are to support exemplary 
testing practices; to establish a means of professional 
identification for assessment personnel; to stimulate 
interest in educational testing; to promote the 
development and training of professional assessment 
personnel; to foster an exchange of assessment, research, 
and methods among professional educators in Virginia; 
and to facilitate cooperation among various school 
divisions, educational institutions, and agencies in Virginia 
and the nation. 
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11:00-12:00    Breakout Session 1  THURSDAY  

Session Number and Title                                             Location    

19. Data Driven Instruction: How onTRAC Makes it Easy 
              
York 

                                                                                                                                          
8.  Donôt Get Stuck on the Elevator 

                
Bon Air 

                                                                                                                                                 
14.  eTranscripts Demonstration 

               
New River 

                                                                                                                                                    
1. System Check 7/Proctor Caching 7 

              
Anna 

                                                                                                                                                       
11. EIMS for Beginners 

   
Chesterfield 

16. Benchmark Assessment: Voices from the Field ï  
Recommendations for Practice 

            
Parlor A 

                                                                                                                                                
5. Unraveling the Mysteries of Setting Standards and Scale Scores 

            
Parlor B 

  

 
 

 

1:00-2:00   Breakout Session 2  THURSDAY        

Session Number and Title                                             Location    
                                                                                                                                                  

20. Student Response System ï How to Use eIntruction Responders 
 to Give Benchmark Testing In The Classroom 

              
York 

                                                                                                                                            
4. TesNav7 ï Functionality 

                
Bon Air 

17. Meeting Students Needs with Stanford 10 Online 
               
New River 

                                                                                                                                             
2/3.  TestNav7 ï Technical Overview / Early Warning System 

              
Anna 

                                                                                                                                        
15. Preparing Students for the SOL Online Writing Assessment 

   
Chesterfield 

18. Yes, Virginia, There is a National Assessment with State Results. 
            
Parlor A 

6. The Life Cycle of an Item:  Item Development through  
Field Testing and Approval 

            
Parlor B 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

See Planning Matrix, page 4 and Session Descriptions, pages 7-10 
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4:00-5:00 PM     Breakout Session 3   THURSDAY        

Regional Meetings Location 

VATD 2012 Planning Session 
York 

Region 1 
             

Bon Air 

Region 2 
            

New River 

Region 3 
              

Anna 

Region 4 
   

Chesterfield 

Region 5/6 
            

Parlor A 

Region 7/8 
 

Parlor B 

 

 

 

 

 

  8:30-9:30 AM    Breakout Session 4   FRIDAY       

                            Session Number and Title 
 

Location 

                                                                                                                                             
7.  A New Era for the Cognitive Abilities Test and the Iowa Assessments 

               

York 
                                                                                                                                                          

9.  Maximizing the Benefits of District Integrated Summary and 
PSAT/NMSQT Data Reports to Build College Readiness 

             

Bon Air 

10. Applying Contemporary Principles of Validity to 
 Benchmark Test Development 

            

New River 

12. EIMS for Advanced Users 
              

Anna 
                                                                                                                                            

13.EXTRA!  EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT: The Multiple-Choice Test Item and 
The Percentile Score are Both Endangered and Will Shortly be Extinct! 

   

Chesterfield 

  

 

 

 

 

See Planning Matrix, page 4 and Session Descriptions, pages 7-10 
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Breakout Sessions VATD Conference 2011 

 
 

1. System Check 7/Proctor Caching 7 

This training covers how to use the System Check utility for TestNav 7 and an overview 

of the new Proctor Caching 7 software, including installation and setup. Presenter(s): 

Francisco Olaquez 

 

2. TestNav7 – Technical Overview    

This session provides an overview of TestNav7, including technical details and set-up. 

Presenter(s): Francisco Olaquez  (sessions 2 & 3 will be combined) 

 

3. Early Warning System  
This session provides an overview of the Early Warning System for TestNav 7, including 

what triggers the system and how it functions. Presenter(s): Francisco Olaquez 

 

4. TesNav7 – Functionality 

This session provides an overview of the TestNav 7 functionality, navigation screens, and 

tools. Presenter(s): Tracey Oehler 

 

5. Unraveling the Mysteries of Setting Standards and Scale Scores  

This session presents the basic concepts behind standard setting, scale scores and cut 

scores. In a non-technical manner, the session answers common educator questions about 

how standard setting leads to scale scores, what they mean, and why they are difficult for 

school professionals and the public to understand. An overview of how standard setting 

and how this supports the generation of scale scores is presented first, and then the 

interrelated concepts of equating of test forms and the meaning of cut-scores are 

explained. This session is meant for administrators and educators who do not have formal 

training in Item Response Theory. Presenter(s): Julie Miles, Pearson 

 

6. The Life Cycle of an Item:  Item Development through Field Testing and Approval  

In this session participants will learn how items go from development to live items on a 

test form. The session will include a description of the item development process, an 

overview of the Item and Test Forms Review Committees conducted each summer, and 

an outline of how an item is reviewed, field tested, and approved to be included as a live 

item on a Standards of Learning assessment. Presenter(s): Sarah Rhame, ETS 

 

7. A New Era for the Cognitive Abilities Test and the Iowa Assessments 

Riverside has just launched the new form of the Cognitive Abilities Test this Fall.  Come 

and learn about the new features of the CogAT and Iowa Assessments for 2011 and 

beyond.  We will be showing the new DataManager online web reporting system as our 

new reports feature.  Gloucester County Public Schools will discuss how they use the 

CogAT data in their school division as a way to provide instructional services for all 

students. Presenter(s): Mary Ann Ciciarelli and Sue Rawls with Riverside, Cynthia 

Carmine with Gloucester Public Schools 
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8.  Don’t Get Stuck on the Elevator 

Under local standards, the grade 2 students at Surry Elementary School had a pass rate of 

75.4% on the third school division cumulative benchmark in mathematics given in April, 

2010. Clearly, it was necessary to change the trajectory of academic performance for the 

rising grade 3 students. This urgency demanded a non-traditional way to tap in on the 

way the students were learning. The thought that arose was to expose the students to 

authentic experiences by introducing ways of learning to help them make sense of the 

new information experienced. The challenge was to find a novel way to achieve this goal. 

Mrs. Judy Barnes, the administrative intern for the 2010 -2011 school year, was assigned 

this effort as a project. She developed a portal of an information system of various 

mathematics resources with a web-based access so that teachers, parents and students can 

use to improve student improvement. Through formative assessments and use of Mrs. 

Barnes’ information system resources, the third graders achieved 100% pass rate on the 

recent Spring 2011 Mathematics SOL test. Presenter(s): Dr. Richard McKenzie and Mrs. 

Judy Barnes, Surry County 

 

9. Maximizing the Benefits of District Integrated Summary and PSAT/NMSQT Data 

Reports to Build College Readiness  
Improving educational outcomes and increasing the percentage of college bound seniors 

are important goals for every school.  This session will introduce College Board Reports 

(containing SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, and AP data) available to schools and districts to  

identify specific issues that affect schools’ college readiness rate. Presenter(s): Janet 

Swandol, The College Board 

 

10. Applying Contemporary Principles of Validity to Benchmark Test Development 

This presentation provides an overview of validity concepts and the philosophical 

foundation undergirding a contemporary paradigm for test development and measure 

validation. By reviewing the components associated with the creation of an actual 

benchmark test that was piloted in a local division, participants will be exposed to how 

modern depictions of validity manifest in best practices for test development, score 

interpretation and use. The ultimate goal for this presentation is to provide participants 

with additional perspective so they can continue to evaluate the validity of using 

measures obtained from published tests, or their own assessments, as a source of 

information for making decisions about their students. Presenter(s):  Paul Parker, Prince 

William County Public Schools 

 

11. EIMS for Beginners  

If you are new to testing and working with data, please join this session to learn more 

about the user friendly reporting tools in EIMS. You'll learn how STI's are assigned and 

how the assessment tools and EIMS are linked. In addition, we'll demonstrate how to run 

reports with aggregate data, and search for individual student's assessment scores. 

Presenter(s): Kris Herakovich-Curtis, Pearson   
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12. EIMS for Advanced Users  

This session is for staff who have been using EIMS for a year or more and are familiar 

with how to navigate the reports. During this session we will review the 2010-11 

enhancements to EIMS and changes coming during the 2011-12 school year. In addition, 

users will learn about our exciting new Teacher Level Reports. These reports give 

teachers a proactive view of their current student’s performance on state assessments. 

Attendees will learn the three steps needed to set up this resource for their division. 

Presenter(s): Kris Herakovich-Curtis, Pearson 

 

13. EXTRA!  EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT: The Multiple-Choice Test Item and The 

Percentile Score are Both Endangered and Will Shortly be Extinct! 

Mark Twain famously said, “The reports of my death are greatly exaggerated.” In a 

similar sense, the “Multiple-Choice Test Item” and the “Percentile Score” will not soon 

pass away from the assessment scene. Although these two assessment stalwarts come in 

fresh packaging, most of features that led to their initial popularity are still present. 

What are their underlying features and how are they being used in Virginia today? Topic 

explorations and discussion. Presenter(s): David Mott, Tests for Higher Standards 

 

14. eTranscripts Demonstration 

This session will demonstrate how easy it is for your division to send transcripts through 

Pearson’s National Transcript Center.  The VDOE provides this service to divisions in 

the state of Virginia for free and over 30 divisions are already participating in this 

program.  Come find out more about eTranscripts and how it can benefit your division! 

Presenter(s): Stephanie Seigler, Sr. Project Manager, State Services, Pearson 

 

15. Preparing Students for the SOL Online Writing Assessment 

This session will be a roundtable discussion with members of the VDOE assessment 

staff. 

 

16. Benchmark Assessment: Voices from the Field – Recommendations for Practice 

This session will present results from a survey of several divisions that asked grade 4-8 

teachers about their benchmark assessment experiences, especially ways they use results 

for instructional adjustments.  The extent of use of results is related to school and division 

policies and other conditions, as well as to report format.  Conclusions from the study are 

synthesized with the literature to suggest recommendations for effective benchmark 

assessment practices. Presenter(s): Jim McMillan and Lisa Abrams, Virginia 

Commonwealth University 

 

17. Meeting Students Needs with Stanford 10 Online 
Stanford10, the benchmark in achievement testing for more than 80 years, provides 

reliable data to help measure student progress. This session is good for anyone needing a 

refresher on the content and format of SAT10 or considering a move to online testing.  

Participants will be taken through the set-up process, functionality of the Online Program 

and delivery of an online test. Presenter(s): Barbara Fuller, Pearson 
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18. Yes, Virginia, There is a National Assessment with State Results.   

This session will provide an overview of how NAEP uses samples of students to report 

state and national test results. Virginia's fourth and eighth graders have participated in the 

National Assessment of Educational Progress state level assessments since the early 

1990's. Virginia’s NAEP grade 4 and 8 reading and mathematics results through 2009 

will be presented as well as the schedule of upcoming national assessments. Presenter(s): 

Wendy Geiger, VDOE   

19. Data Driven Instruction: How onTRAC Makes it Easy 

Join us for an in-depth look at the onTRAC testing software, and find out how data 

driven instruction can become a habit instead of a chore. Presenter(s): Jacob Gibson, 

Interactive Achievement 

 

20. Student Response System – How to Use eIntruction Responders to Give Benchmark    

      Testing In The Classroom 

WeTest gives schools the ability to administer Interactive Achievement benchmark 

testing IN THE REGULAR CLASSROOM with eIntruction student response systems 

(“clickers”).  Eliminate administrative time and free up valuable computer lab resources 

with WeTest. Presenter(s): Mike Semones, eInstruction 

 

 

Speaker Biographies 
 

Pascal (Pat) D. Forgione Jr. Ph.D. 

Dr. Pascal (Pat) D. Forgione Jr. was appointed Distinguished Presidential Scholar and Executive 

Director for the K–12 Center at ETS in July 2009. His career as an educator and educational 

administrator is extensive. 

From 1999–2009, Forgione served with distinction as Superintendent of the Austin Independent 

School District (Texas). Previously, from 1996–1999, he was U.S. Commissioner of Education 

Statistics for the National Center for Education Statistics, a federal agency. From 1991–1996, he 

was Delaware State Superintendent for Public Instruction. In 1991, he served as the first 

Executive Director for the U.S. Department of Education's National Education Goals Panel. 

Forgione has a solid background in educational research and assessment, having held positions 

with the Connecticut State Department of Education, the National Center for Research in 

Vocational Education at Ohio State University, the Syracuse Research Corporation, the 

Maryland State Department of Education and Stanford University. 

Forgione has also served as a consultant to, or member of, numerous educational organizations 

and initiatives, including: the Council of Chief State School Officers; the Council of the Great 

City Schools; the National Governors Association; U.S. Department of Education; U.S. 

Department of Defense; National Science Foundation; the College Board; RAND Corporation; 
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American Education Research Association; and the National Council for Measurement in 

Education. 

In 2008, Forgione received the Richard R. Green Award as the National Urban Educator of the 

Year from the Council of the Great City Schools. In 2009, he was selected as the Austinite of the 

Year by the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce. 

Forgione earned a Doctorate in Administration and Policy Analysis (1977) and a master's degree 

in urban history (1973) from Stanford University; a master's degree in educational administration 

(1969) from Loyola College; a bachelor's degree in theology (1968) and a bachelor's degree in 

philosophy (1966) from St. Mary's Seminary and University. His wife, Dr. Kaye Forgione, is 

employed as Senior Associate for Mathematics with Achieve, Inc., Washington, D.C. They 

currently reside in Austin, TX. 

 

Dr. Patricia I. Wright 

 

 During her more than 20 years with the Virginia Department of Education and 34 total 

years in public education, Dr. Patricia I. Wright has worked closely with the Board of Education, 

governors, the General Assembly, local school systems and professional organizations to 

develop and implement Virginia’s standards-based accountability program and statewide system 

of support for public schools.  

 Dr. Wright became Virginia’s superintendent of public instruction on October 1, 2008, 

after being appointed to the position by Governor Timothy M. Kaine in July 2008. 

As superintendent, Dr. Wright serves as the executive officer of the Virginia Department of 

Education, which is the administrative agency for the commonwealth’s public schools. She also 

serves as secretary of the Board of Education.  

 Prior to her appointment as the commonwealth’s chief school officer, Dr. Wright served 

as chief deputy superintendent, acting superintendent, deputy superintendent, assistant 

superintendent for instruction, director of secondary instruction, associate director of secondary 

instruction and state mathematics specialist. 

 Before coming to VDOE in 1985, Dr. Wright taught mathematics for 10 years at the 

secondary and middle school levels in Sussex County and Chesterfield County Public Schools.  

Dr. Wright received her doctorate in mathematics education from the University of Virginia, a 

master’s degree in mathematics education from Virginia Commonwealth University and a 

bachelor’s degree in mathematics from James Madison University. Dr. Wright is a native of 

Brunswick County and a product of Virginia’s public school system.     

  

Dr. Marcus J. Newsome 

 

Dr. Newsome was appointed superintendent of Chesterfield County Public Schools on October 

1, 2006.  With more than 59,000 students, Chesterfield is the fourth largest school system in 

Virginia and among the 100 largest districts in the United States.  Under Dr. Newsome’s 

leadership Chesterfield continues to enjoy an excellent reputation for high performance as 

evcidenced by numerous accomplishments:  Chesterfield is the largest school system in the 



 12 

Commonwealth of Virginia to have all schools fully accredited by the Virginia Department of 

Education for three consecutive years. 

 

Prior to moving to Chesterfield, Dr. Newsome served as superintendent of Newport News Public 

Schools.  During his tenure the district earned national recognition, and all high schools were 

ranked by Newsweek magazine as among America’s Best High Schools.  Dr. Newsome has also 

worked in Prince George’s County (Md.) Public Schools, the 17
th

 largest school system in the 

country with more than 130,000 students, serving as a regional executive director, director of 

student support programs, and principal.  He also has worked as a curriculum writer, dean of 

students and art and mathematics teacher for the District of Columbia Public Schools.   

 

Dr. Newsome earned a doctorate degree in educational leadership from Bowie State University 

in Maryland, and a doctorate degree in religious education from International Seminary in 

Plymouth, Florida, a master’s degree in administration and supervision from Bowie State 

University, and a bachelor’s degree from Elizabeth City State University in North Carolina.   

 

He has served as co-chair of Governor Tim Kaine’s Education Transition Policy Committee; 

Harvard University Associate in Practice; chair of the College of William and Mary School 

University Research Network; Associate Professor at Virginia Commonwealth University and an 

education advisor to members of the U.S. Congress. 

 

Dr. Newsome is also the recipient of numerous awards, including the FBI Community Service 

Award, NAACP Living Legend’s Award, Presidential Citation from the National Association for 

Equal Opportunity in Higher Education, and Virginia School Board Association Award of 

Distinction. 


