Session Descriptions for the VATD 2008 Assessment Conference

1.  VAAP Regional Scoring Event Roundtable: Dr. Sharon Siler, VDOE, will be joining us to discuss the nuts and bolts of setting up and implementing and reflecting on the 1st State-Wide Regional VAAP Scoring Event. Participants will learn about hosting and/or participating in a regional scoring event.  Mary Wills and Deb Anderson, Fauquier County Public Schools, Lenore Callahan, Fairfax County Public Schools, Jennifer Jones, Stafford County Public Schools, and Sharon Siler, VDOE
2. Strategically Navigating the Virginia Mathematics SOL Assessments: In this session, you will receive current and motivating assessment strategies for use with the Virginia SOL mathematics assessments. These strategies are designed to improve performance at all levels by emphasizing math skills and "outsmarting" the assessment tricks. Each participant will learn a way to plan for their Spring 2009 mathematics success by strategically using the curriculum framework, the blueprints for mathematics and the released assessments. In just a few minutes, math will feel like "success for all" is within your reach.  Paula Brown, DDOT, Hampton City Public Schools.

3.  VAAP VGLA VSEP Enhancements: This session will cover the following: Score Entry – What’s new? Overview of changes designed to make the score entry process easier; PEMSolutions Navigation – I know it must be posted, how do I find it? Deadlines, events, templates and more; Audit Rosters and Shipping Materials – What’s coming my way and when? What you can expect to receive from Pearson.  Emily Ware, Project Manager, Pearson.

4.  How to Use Student Performance by Question (SPBQ) Data to Improve Student Learning: During this session, staff from the Virginia Beach City Public Schools’ technology, testing, and curriculum and instruction departments will be sharing their expertise on how they use SPBQ data in their division. The session will focus on the process for importing SPBQ data and how schools use the data to improve instruction. Discussion will include the technical process for importing the SPBQ data into their student information system and how schools access the SPBQ data through electronic SPBQ reports that were created by the school division. Virginia Beach City Public Schools curriculum coordinators and instructional specialists will share how they use the SPBQ data to work with each school’s staff on interpreting data to inform instruction. Handouts will be available.  Barry Kavy, DDOT, Christopher Bruno, Coordinator of Information Services, Robin Huffman & Judy Fisher, Curriculum Coordinators, Anne Mannarino (secondary) and Paula Tortolini (elementary) - Curriculum Coordinators,Christine Huggins - Senior Programmer/Analyst,  Virginia Beach City Public Schools. 

5.  The Southwest Virginia Story: Spotlight on Grayson County Public Schools:  This session will spotlight best practices executed SY07/08 across the division assuring schools “Accredited with Warning” for 4 years, became accredited schools with significant student pass rates and large numbers of students achieving pass advance. Come hear the approach to professional development, successful student and parent involvement. Become familiar with a simple approach to district-wide pacing guide redesign, instructional practice reengineering, and methodology used in district-wide assessment that assures at risk students become “at best” (Proficient) students, and the best become the best (Pass Advance). Areas Addressed: Division and Building Professional Development, Pacing Guide Redesign, Instructional Practice Reengineering.  Steve Cornett, Director of Instruction and Assessment, Grayson County Public Schools, and Vicky Miller & Ernie Satterwhite, Consulting, Services and Solutions Group, Inc.
6.  Excel Pivot Tables and the Virginia DDOT:   The Microsoft Excel pivot table function provides an efficient method to calculate SOL pass rates, average scaled scores, and analyze subgroup performance. This session will provide hands-on training in setting up pivot tables using the student data extract file. Attendees must bring their own laptop and student data extract file. This session will span 2 break-out sessions.  Lauretta Carter, DDOT, Newport News City Public Schools.
8.  PEMSolutions Technology Training: Online Testing Configuration:  This session provides an overview of installation and configuration best practices for online testing.  Brian Martens, Project Manager, Pearson. 

9.  Data, Data, who has the data? Now that we have it, what are we going to do with it? The NCLB act has been a force in the creation of data warehouses. The question then becomes, Are we using the data to improve student achievement? Spotsylvania Public Schools has instituted a series of programs that not only analyze standardized tests, but also tracks student progress during the year. This allows for quick intervention and better performance at year s end. This session will share the secrets that make SCS a high performing school district.  William Flaherty, Assistant Superintendent of Technology Services, Donald Bruce, Supervisor of Data Mining & Mary Sutherland, Director of Program Evaluation, Spotsylvania County Public Schools, and Drew Roemer, Lexmark.
10.  Overview of Alternate and Alternative Assessments: Participants will gain a general understanding of all three alternate and alternative assessment programs and how they fit into the overall SOL testing and accountability system. Alternate assessments include: VAAP (Virginia Alternate Assessment Program), VGLA (Virginia Grade Level Alternative), and VSEP (Virginia Substitute Evaluation Program).         Karen Streagle, DDOT, Goochland County Public Schools. 

11.  Personal Education Plans – Making a Great Idea Better: The solution for monitoring Personal Education Plans has already been created and has been in place in thousands of schools across the country for more than 6 years. Pearson Inform is a web-based, data analysis system that enables teachers, principals and central office administrators to capture   educational intelligence from the performance data they collect. It marries key student identifiers with their corresponding test scores and class grades to create a profile that guides instructional plans, intervention activities and educational initiatives within the school enterprise. Please join Pearson for a lively introduction to this essential, innovative solution. Mark Blankenship, DDOT, Bedford County Public Schools and Peggi Moon, Application Consultant, Pearson Educational Assessment.   

12.  EIMS - Review of enhancements and migration to PEMSolutions: Please join us to learn about new reports in EIMS (SAT, AP, PALS and Economically Disadvantaged) and well as the EIMS migration to PEMSolutions. This session will also include a high level review of EIMS Reports.  Kris Herakovich, Senior Project Manager - Virginia EIMS, Pearson.

13.  Let's Get It Right! This is a Round-table discussion for the School Test  Coordinators. This session will focus on the details in getting ready for testing and what to do throughout the process. During the session one will also have the opportunity to talk with other STC's and discuss different organizational styles used within their schools. In sharing we learn new techniques in which we grow!    Denice Cardwell, Coordinator of Assessment and Remediation, JR Tucker High School, Henrico County Public Schools. 

14.  Customer-Centered Education: Using Satisfaction Surveys in School Division Settings: In the 21st century, School Divisions are asked to provide an incredible range of services to our students. School Divisions are complex systems, with multiple groups of internal stakeholders (teachers, administrators, support staff), direct customers/stakeholders (parents and students), and external stakeholders (community and businesses). Satisfaction surveys are one way to gather feedback about the important issues facing a School Division. This session will provide information about ways to develop and conduct satisfaction surveys and suggestions for how to help principals and administrators use the results at the Division and school level. The session will include examples of survey constructs as well as a discussion of managing the logistics of this type of data collection.  Jennifer Coyne Cassata, Ph.D. Supervisor of Program Evaluation, Prince William County Public Schools. 

15.  Using Assessment & D2SC to support Learning in Norfolk Public Schools: 

Norfolk Public Schools tracks student performance across multiple measures to obtain a comprehensive view of the effectiveness of its instructional program.  Using D2 Data Driven Software's Assessment and Reporting System, NPS is able to deliver district curriculum benchmarks and provide schools with the ability to conduct common assessments.  The information from this process is used to monitor curriculum, identify students performing below expectations, and track performance by SOL.  See how this nationally recognized school system uses data to inform instruction and learn how you can use D2 Data Driven Software to analyze performance on national, state, and district assessments. Richard Strauss, DDOT, Norfolk City Public Schools and David Shea, Data Driven Software. 

16.  Training New DDOTS:  Pointers from the Veterans: Hear tips and pointers, facts and bits of general information about the DDOT job that have been proven successful in small and large school divisions.  Harley Mills, Supervisor of Assessment, Charlottesville City Public Schools and Ron Gunter, Assessment Specialist,  Chesterfield County Public Schools

17.  Test Validity -- Revisited Again: Discussions about test validity are like an ongoing déjà vu experience -- they have been going on for years with no end in sight.  Yet, just one simple prepositional phrase needs to be considered to make the discussion meaningful.  The phrase is "FOR . . . ".  Test scores can never be either valid or invalid until the space after "FOR" is filled.  This is a presentation and a discussion of what needs to be filled in and why it matters.  Data will be presented and there will be a test. David Mott, Ph.D.  ROSworks LLC -- Reports Online System (ROS) & Tests for Higher Standards (TfHS).
18.  Student Engagement: Why Aren’t We Listening? The ultimate goal of HSSSE is to document, describe, and monitor student engagement in educationally purposeful activities in secondary schools nationally. HSSSE provides information that can be used to stimulate discussions on teaching and learning and guide student improvement activities.  While the results from standardized performance tests are used to evaluate student (and therefore school) success, that data cannot pinpoint the specific educational processes that are linked to the outcomes the tests measure. HSSSE data can identify student engagement and school features that affect outcomes.  Information from national results and Chesterfield’s use of the instrument will be shared. Ethan Yazzie-Mintz, Ed.D., Director, High School Survey of Student Engagement (HSSSE),
Center for Evaluation & Education Policy, Indiana University and Glen Miller, Ed.D., Program Manager, Chesterfield County Public Schools.   

19.  Mission Possible: SOL Tests scores are reported. What is the next step? Are test results used to determine strategic areas for improvement? Are needs assessed by ascertaining the gap analysis and determining the root cause? Are goals, objectives, measures and strategies established? Is a district-wide strategic improvement plan utilized? Is it automated? Is it accessible, transparent, and viewable by all levels of administrators (schools and departments)? Is the data hands-on, user-friendly, and color-coded? Are results studied and acted upon? Are action plans effective, adjusted or discontinued? Are strategies improved, expanded or made into a standard practice? Sound impossible? Not with Prince William County Schools’ SkoVision program.  Laura Lovelace, Program Manager, Prince William County

20.  Yes, Virginia, National Assessment Information Can Be Used in Virginia’s Classrooms: Did you know that Virginia’s fourth graders tied for # 1 in the nation on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) science assessment in 2005?  This session will provide an overview of how NAEP released content questions as well as school, teacher, and student background questions can give insightful information into how our students are performing on this national assessment.  NAEP 2009 will be administering reading, mathematics, and science assessments that will give Virginia state results in grades 4 and 8 and national results in grade 12.  Information on the administration of the NAEP 2009 assessments will also be presented. Wendy Geiger, Ed.D., NAEP State Coordinator.       
21. Data Audits:  What to Expect:  This session will address assessment data audits that are being conducted by the Virginia Department of Education.  The process, the data sets, and requirements will be explained. Sarah Susbury, Director of Test Administration Scoring, and Reporting.

 22.  Assessing English Language Learners: This session will present overviews of the Virginia-WIDA English Language Proficiency (ELP)  levels alignment, ACCESS for ELLs®, the statewide ELP assessment, the WIDA online training course, and limited English proficient student participation requirements in the Standards of Learning statewide assessments. Robert Fugate, LEP Assessment Specialist, Virginia Department of Education.

23.  Special Accommodations: Students are allowed special accommodations for SOL testing and alternative assessments if specified in their IEPs, 504 plans, or LEP Student Assessment Participation Plans.  This session will provide an explanation of these accommodations, eligibility criteria for certain accommodations, and the procedures that must be followed when providing accommodations to students. Sharon Siler, Ed.D. Team Lead, Alternative Assessment, Virginia Department of Education
25. Training School Test Coordinators and Test Examiners: This session will highlight specific aspects of test administration and reporting that may be useful to School Test Coordinators and Test Examiners. Sarah Susbury, Director of Test Administration, Scoring, and Reporting

26.  Using Data in School Improvement This new data disaggregation resource focuses the attention of school and central office personnel as well as outside technical assistance providers on the frequent and formal analysis of data as a primary means of addressing the academic deficiencies of the school. The results of the frequent (quarterly) review provide schools, divisions, and the state with detailed, useful information that can be used to develop or refine technical assistance strategies.  Ultimately, two questions must be asked at the end of each quarterly review: Based on an analysis of data in the quarterly report, what are the three most critical aspects of teaching and learning that need to be modified in this school?  Correspondingly, what “fixes” will the school, through the principal, the governance committee, or the school improvement team, initiate in each of the three areas?  Schools that have been persistently underachieving are the schools responsible for using this tool.  The presentation w. ill also address the process by which schools arrive at this designation.  Brenda Spencer & Yvonne Holloman, Virginia Department of Education. 

or

Using Data in School Improvement Participants in this session will discuss the various data sets that may be used while developing school improvement plans.  In addition, the participants will also be given information about bringing data use and analysis into the classroom and how to promote data use by teachers and other instructional staff. Jason Ellis Test Results Utilization Specialist

27.  PEMSolutions Technology Training: Testnav Early Warning System Overview

This training session will provide the following: Introduction to the Early Warning System – How the Early Warning System benefits students and teachers – How the Early Warning System works – Early Warning System triggers. Brian Martens, Project Manager, Pearson. 

                 

