2010 VATD Conference Agenda
“Assessment Systems that Count”

Thursday, October 28

7:30-8:30 Registration & Continental Breakfast Sponsored by Tests for Higher
Standards, David Mott James River Foyer

8:30-9:00 Welcome and Introductory Remarks - Glen Miller, President, VATD and Dr.
Marcus Newsome, Superintendent, Chesterfield County Public Schools

Parlors G & H
9:00 - 10:30 Learning and Leading with Assessments. Bena Kallick, 2010 Conference
Keynote Address Parlors G & H

10:30 - 10:55 Vendor Break - Refreshments sponsored by Tests for Higher Standards

James River Corridor
10:55 -11:55 Conference Breakout Session 1 See session titles

11:55 - 12:55 Conference Luncheon — Sponsored by ETS Parlors G & H

12:55 - 1:55 Conference Breakout Session 2. See session titles

2:00 - 3:00 Assessment Matters from Our Perspectives. Dr. Patricia Wright, State
Superintendent of Public Instruction and Dr. Billy K. Cannaday, Jr. State Board
of Education ParlorsG & H

3:00 - 3:25 Vendor Break — Refreshments sponsored by Riverside
James River Corridor

3:30 - 4:30 Conference Breakout Session 3. See session titles
5:30-7:00 Conference Dinner & Music- Sponsored by Pearson State Services and Pearson
Learning Assessment, Kim Carson & Barbara Fuller, Hosts

Music provided by the Thomas Dale Chamber Ensemble,
Christopher Johnston, Director Parlors G & H

7:30-10:30 VATD Hospitality Suite, Sponsored by VATD Room 806



Friday , October 29
7:45 - 8:30 Registration and Coffee, sponsored by VATD. James River Foyer

8:30 - 9:30 Conference Breakout Session 4. See session titles
9:30-10:00 Conference Check out time
10:00 -11:00 VATD Awards Brunch, Sponsored by VATD ParlorsG & H

11:00 -12:15 Susan Williams, VDOE, “Accreditation and AYP in 2010” Parlors G & H

Specialiinanes,

Special thanks to the following organizations for
sponsoring or contributing to various 2010 conference
functions:

PEARSON - State Services
PEARSON - Learning Assessment
Educational Testing Service
Tests for Higher Standards
Riverside Publishing



VATD Conference Breakout Session Planning Matrix

Room York | Bon Air | New | Anna | Chesterfield | parior | Parlor
River A B

Session 1} gy | gqx | 2% | g% 6% 5 8
Thurs AM
Session 2 % % % % %
Thurs PM 1 14 2 4 7 5 9
Session 3 % %
Thurs PM 3 16 17 13 11 10
Session 4 % % %

Fri AM 15 3 12 17 6

* session is repeated

Virginia Association of Test Directors

The purposes of this association are to support exemplary
testing practices; to establish a means of professional
identification for assessment personnel; to stimulate
interest in educational testing; to promote the

development and training of professional assessment

personnel; to foster an exchange of assessment, research,
and methods among professional educators in Virginia;
and to facilitate cooperation among various school
divisions, educational institutions, and agencies in Virginia
and the nation.




10:55-11:55 AM Breakout Session 1 THURSDAY

Sessions, Times, and Locations

Session Number, Title, and Presenters Location
(Refer to Breakout Session Planning Matrix, p.6)
*1. eVGLA /eVAAP /eStudent Records
William Flaherty, Tina LeCount Spotsylvania County Public Schools York
*14. Connecting the Dots: Asking the Right Questions
Jennifer Cassata, Kenneth Hinson, Prince William County Public Schools Bon Air
*2. Unraveling Mysteries: Scale Scores, Cut-Scores, IRT - Clear Explanations
Lucille Dungan, ETS New River
*4, Caution...Test Construction Ahead"
Dr. Charla Crews and Dr. Jeanie Hawks, Halifax County Public Schools Anna
**%6. Developing a Balanced Assessment System for 21st Century Learners Jared
Cotton, Virginia Beach City Public Schools, Niquelle Cotton, SchoolNet Chesterfield
#*%5. MAP - Adaptive Assessments Providing Growth and Instructional Data
Sonia Martin, Melissa Saunders, Angela Burnett, Manassas City Schools and Jim Parlor A
Tilghman, Northwest Evaluation Assoc.
8. Why is my School Always Selected for NAEP?
Parlor B

Wendy M. Geiger, Ed.D. VDOE, National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP) State Coordinator

(* indicates repeat session ** indicates school division/vendor session)

12:55-1:55 PM Breakout Session 2 THURSDAY

Sessions, Times, and Locations

Session Number, Title, and Presenters Location
(Refer to Breakout Session Planning Matrix, p.6)

*1. eVGLA /eVAAP / eStudent Records

William Flaherty, Tina LeCount Spotsylvania County Public Schools York
*14. Connecting the Dots: Asking the Right Questions
Jennifer Cassata, Kenneth Hinson, Prince William County Public Schools Bon Air
*2. Unraveling Mysteries: Scale Scores, Cut-Scores, IRT - Clear Explanations
Lucille Dungan, ETS New River
*4, Caution...Test Construction Ahead"
Charla Crews and Dr. Jeanie Hawks Halifax County Public Schools Anna
**7. CogAT 101
Yvonne Fawcett, Henrico County Public Schools, Sue Rawls, Assessment Chesterfield
Consultant, Riverside Publishing
***5. MAP - Adaptive Assessments Providing Growth and Instructional Data
Sonia Martin, Melissa Saunders, Angela Burnett, Manassas City Schools and Jim Parlor A
Tilghman, Northwest Evaluation Assoc.
9. Accommodations for Students with Disabilities. Sharon Siler, Lead Specialist for
Alternate Assessments, VDOE Parlor B

(* indicates repeat session ** indicates school division/vendor session)




3:30-4:30 PM  Breakout Session 3 THURSDAY

Sessions, Times, and Locations

Session Number, Title, and Presenters Location
(Refer to Breakout Session Planning Matrix, p.6)

*3. It’s ALL in the Numbers
Paula Brown, Hampton City Public Schools Bon Air
16. Establishing Cut Scores for the SOL Assessments
Julie Miles, Pearson New River
*17. eTranscripts Demonstration
Stephanie Seigler, Sr. Project Manager, State Services, Pearson Anna
13. Are Multiple-Choice Items about to Go Extinct?
Dr. David Mott, Tests for Higher Standards and President, VERA Chesterfield
11. EIMS for Beginners.
Kris Herakovich-Curtis, Pearson Parlor A
10. Conducting Local Investigations for Testing Irregularities for
Alternate/Alternative Assessment Programs. Sharon Siler, Lead Specialist for Parlor B

Alternate Assessments, VDOE

(* indicates repeat session

** indicates school division/vendor session)

8:30-9:30 AM Breakout Session 4 FRIDAY

Sessions, Times, and Locations

Session Number, Title, and Presenters Location
(Refer to Breakout Session Planning Matrix, p.6)
15. Training New DDOTS: Pointers from a Veteran DDOT. Ron Gunter,
Chesterfield County Public Schools York
*3. It’s ALL in the Numbers
Paula Brown, Hampton City Public Schools Bon Air
12. 11. EIMS for Advanced Users.
Kris Herakovich-Curtis, Pearson New River
*17. eTranscripts Demonstration
Stephanie Seigler, Sr. Project Manager, State Services, Pearson Anna
***6. Developing a Balanced Assessment System for 21st Century Learners Jared
Cotton, Virginia Beach City Public Schools, Niquelle Cotton, SchoolNet Chesterfield

(* indicates repeat session ** indicates school division/vendor session)




Breakout Sessions VATD Conference 2010

1. eVGLA / eVAAP / eStudent Records
This session will focus on a simple, cost effective way to capture and organize student work. The files,
both scanned and virtual, then are used to create an electronic portfolio that replaces the binders.
Spotsylvania, with State approval, used the system this past year for VGLA. The school district can
use the same technology to digitize student records and a variety of other paper-based systems. This
is a distributed system so records do not need to be scanned centrally.
William Flaherty, Tina LeCount Spotsylvania County Public Schools

2. Unraveling Mysteries: Scale Scores, Cut-Scores, IRT - Clear Explanations
Session presents basic concepts behind scale scores and cut scores. In non-technical manner, the
session answers common questions that teachers and administrators have about how scale scores are
produced, what they mean, and why they are difficult to understand. How scale scores are generated
is presented; then the interrelated concepts of equating tests and the meaning of cut-scores are
explained. This session is meant for educators who do not have formal training in statistics/IRT.
Lucille Dungan, ETS

3. It’s ALL in the Numbers
In this session, participants will learn a unique way to analyze their SOL results to lead their staffs

and students to higher | evels of achi ewement . Spe
tutorial being the highlight of the session. Participants will be amazed at how quickly this process
will change their school’s achievement | evels.

Paula Brown, Hampton City Public Schools

4. "Caution...Test Construction Ahead"
Student assessment has taken on a new relevance. The results of assessments can determine the
academic future of not only divisions, but most importantly, the student. It is imperative that
classroom and division created assessments are valid, reliable, and yield useful results. This session is
designed to provide strategies for constructing multiple-choice assessments. Presenters will also

discuss simple methods to check for reliability and validity.
Dr. Charla Crews and Dr. Jeanie Hawks Halifax County Public Schools

5. MAP - Adaptive Assessments Providing Growth and Instructional Data
NWEA provides a unique computerized assessment that is currently used in over 4500 locations
around the world and 18 in Virginia. The Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) and MAP for
Primary Grades tests provide these features: * Adapt to each student (K-12) as he/she takes the test *
Provide immediate feedback * Identify the instructional level for each student * Measure student
growth across time * Provide Lexile scores to identify appropriately leveled materials for each
student * Align to the Virginia Standards of Learning For schools intent on differentiation, this is the
data that drives that instruction.
Sonia Martin, Melissa Saunders, Angela Burnett, Manassas City Schools and Jim Tilghman,
Northwest Evaluation Assoc.



6. Developing a Balanced Assessment System for 21st Century Learners
Virginia Beach City Public Schools (VBCPS) has been working toward building a balanced
assessment program that evaluates both student mastery of SOL content and student proficiency on
key 21st century skills. As noted in the VBCPS strategic plan, Compass to 2015, all students are
expected to graduate having mastered key skills to be successful in college, work, and life. How do
you develop an assessment model that addresses this important need? How do you create assessment
that truly measure what we value as a school division? This session will highlight how one school
division is utilizing technology, teacher input, and research related to effective assessment practices to
better prepare students for future success.

Jared Cotton, Virginia Beach City Public Schools, Niquelle Cotton, SchoolNet

7. CogAT 101
Join us to find out more about the Cognitive Abilities Test for grades K-12. A new edition is coming!
The test has separate verbal, nonverbal and quantitative batteries and students receive individual
profiles about their abilities. The results provide valuable data for a variety of purposes including
individualized instruction, small group instruction, and Gifted Program placement.
Yvonne Fawcett, Henrico County Public Schools, Sue Rawls, Assessment Consultant, Riverside

Publishing

8. Why is my School Always Selected for NAEP?
Ever want to know why some schools are selected almost every year? Learn the process that the
National Center for Education Statistics uses to select school to represent Virginia for the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). An overview of NAEP and Virginia's recent results will
be included.
Wendy M. Geiger, Ed.D. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) State Coordinator
VDOE

9. Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
This presentation will discuss accommodations available for students with disabilities on state
assessments. It will include a review of available accommodation resources, frequently asked
accommodation questions as well as the process used by the Virginia Department of Education
(VDOE) to review accommodations that require VDOE approval. Sharon Siler, Lead Specialist for
Alternate Assessments, VDOE

10. Conducting Local Investigations for Testing Irregularities for Alternate/Alternative
Assessment Programs
This presentation will provide recommended procedures and important considerations for conducting
local investigations involving the Virginia Alternate Assessment Program (VAAP), Virginia Grade
Level Alternative (VGLA) or the Virginia Substitute Evaluation Program (VSEP). Sample interview
questions, report outlines, and other investigation tools will be provided.
Sharon Siler, Lead Specialist for Alternate Assessments, VDOE

11. EIMS for Beginners
If you are new to testing and working with data, please join this session to learn more about the user
friendly reporting tools in EIMS. You'll learn how STI's are assigned and how the assessment tools
and EIMS are link. In addition, we'll demonstrate how to run reports with aggregate data, create
your own student roster, and search for individual student's assessment scores.
Kris Herakovich-Curtis, Pearson



12. EIMS for Advanced Users
For those of you who have been using EIMS for the past year or more, please join this refresher
session to learn more about the new tools in EIMS. We'll demonstrate how to create your own student
roster, utilize the ASOL Tracking Report, Watch List and Postsecondary Reports.
Kris Herakovich-Curtis, Pearson

13. Are Multiple-Choice Items about to Go Extinct?
Multiple-Choice items have had their day in the sun. It may be time to put them out to pasture in
favor of a variety of more “authentic assessment
pronouncements from U. S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan on down to comments on local
educational bl ogs. Mostly, the subtest is, “And g
“The reports of tkédodeaet h teefm tare muletaitdlye exagger a
topic from bottom to top; the bad and the good; the past, present, and future of our plucky

protagonist.
Dr. David Mott, Tests for Higher Standards

14. Connecting the Dots: Asking the Right Questions
Determining the right questions to ask about your data can help you make strategic connections and
develop the necessary strategies for improving achievement. In order to truly improve your program,
it is necessary to ask questions in a strategic way. Participants will engage in activities designed to
have them think like researchers to so they can ask the right questions that will allow them to
pinpoint the reasons data appear the way they do and synthesize various forms of data. The goal is to
ask questions that will allow you to determine causes and potential action plans for moving forward.
Jennifer Cassata, Kenneth Hinson, Prince William County Public Schools

15. Training New DDOTS: Pointers from a Veteran DDOT
Hear tips and pointers, facts and bits of general information about the DDOT job that have been
proven successful over the years. This session is designed to share information that will help you get
started with your testing program, or find out more about another approach with tried and tested
methods.
Ron Gunter, Chesterfield County Public Schools

16. Establishing Cut Scores for the SOL Assessments
This session will be an overview of the method used to establish cut score recommendations for the
VASOL Assessments. Session will provide a general introduction to Standard Setting, why it is
necessary and describe the procedures used to establish the cut score recommendations.
Julie Miles, Pearson

17. eTranscripts Demonstration
This session will demonstrateh ow easy it is for your division to s
National Transcript Center. The VDOE provides this service to divisions in the state of Virginia for
free and over 30 divisions are already participating in this program. Come find out more about
eTranscripts and how it can benefit your division!
Stephanie Seigler, Sr. Project Manager, State Services, Pearson



Speaker Biographies

Bena Kallick
Bena Kallick, Ph.D is a private consultant providing services to school districts, state
departments of education, professional organizations, and public agencies throughout the United
States and abroad. Kallick received her doctorate in educational evaluation at Union Graduate
School. Her areas of focus include group dynamics, creative and critical thinking, and alternative
assessment strategies for the classroom. Some of her written work includes: Assessment in the
Learning Organization (ASCD, 1998) , the Habits of Mind series (ASCD, 2000), Strategies for
Self-Directed Learning (Corwin Press, 2004) , Learning and Leading with Habits of Mind
(ASCD, 2008), Habits of Mind Across the Curriculum (ASCD, 2009) ( all co-authored with
Arthur Costa), and Using Curriculum Mapping and Assessment to Improve Student Learning
(Corwin Press, 2009, co-authored with Jeff Colosimo). Her works have been translated into
Dutch, Chinese, Spanish, Italian, Hebrew, and Arabic.

Formerly a Teachers' Center director, Kallick also created a children's museum based on problem
solving and invention. She was the coordinator of a high school alternative designed for at-risk
students. She is co-founder of Performance Pathways, a company dedicated to providing easy to
use software for curriculum mapping and assessment tracking and reporting, an integrated suite.
She is presently a strategic advisor for SunGard Public Sector K-12 on behalf of Performance
Plus, a transformational new products based on the work of Performance Pathways. She is
known for her practical approach to making curriculum mapping and assessment a catalyst for
improving teaching and learning.

Her work with Dr. Art Costa has led to the development of the Institute for Habits of Mind
(www.instituteforhabitsofmind.com), an international institute that is dedicated to transforming
schools into places where thinking and Habits of Mind are taught, practiced, valued and have
become infused into the culture of the school and community. The Institute provides services and
products to support bringing the Habits of Mind into the culture of schools and the communities
they serve.

Kallick's teaching appointments have included Yale University School of Organization and
Management, University of Massachusetts Center for Creative and Critical Thinking, and Union
Graduate School. She was formerly on the Board of the Apple Foundation, the Board of Jobs for
the Future and the Board for Learning Effects and Weston Woods Institute. She presently serves
on the Board of Communities for Learning.
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Dr. Billy K. Cannaday, Jr.

Dr. Cannaday joined the University of Virginia on October 1, 2008 as Dean of the School of
Continuing and Professional Studies. As Dean, Dr. Cannaday leads one of the University’s 11
schools, with the mission of providing undergraduate and graduate degrees, professional
development certification, personal enrichment courses and travel programs, serving the
surrounding communities and more than 15,000 adult students annually at seven regional
academic centers around the commonwealth in Richmond, Roanoke, Abingdon, Falls Church,
Hampton Roads, Charlottesville, and at the FBI National Academy in Quantico.

Over the past thirty-four years, Dr. Cannaday’s career has demonstrated a commitment to
education and public service. He currently serves on the Virginia Board of Education. Prior to
joining the University, Dr. Cannaday was appointed to a four-year term as Virginia’s
Superintendent of Public Instruction by Governor Timothy Kaine. He has worked in elementary,
middle, and high school levels and also held administrative posts at school and division levels in
urban and suburban communities. He received his doctorate in Educational Administration from
Virginia Tech in 1990. His knowledge and understanding of local, state, and national policies
and practices provide relevant perspectives on the school-student-home-community
relationships.

Dr. Patricia I. Wright

During her more than 20 years with the Virginia Department of Education and 34 total
years in public education, Dr. Patricia I. Wright has worked closely with the Board of Education,
governors, the General Assembly, local school systems and professional organizations to
develop and implement Virginia’s standards-based accountability program and statewide system
of support for public schools.

Dr. Wright became Virginia’s superintendent of public instruction on October 1, 2008,
after being appointed to the position by Governor Timothy M. Kaine in July 2008.

As superintendent, Dr. Wright serves as the executive officer of the Virginia Department of
Education, which is the administrative agency for the commonwealth’s public schools. She also
serves as secretary of the Board of Education.

Prior to her appointment as the commonwealth’s chief school officer, Dr. Wright served
as chief deputy superintendent, acting superintendent, deputy superintendent, assistant
superintendent for instruction, director of secondary instruction, associate director of secondary
instruction and state mathematics specialist.

Before coming to VDOE in 1985, Dr. Wright taught mathematics for 10 years at the
secondary and middle school levels in Sussex County and Chesterfield County Public Schools.
Dr. Wright received her doctorate in mathematics education from the University of Virginia, a
master’s degree in mathematics education from Virginia Commonwealth University and a
bachelor’s degree in mathematics from James Madison University. Dr. Wright is a native of
Brunswick County and a product of Virginia’s public school system.
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Dr. Marcus J. Newsome

Dr. Newsome was appointed superintendent of Chesterfield County Public Schools on October
1, 2006. With more than 59,000 students, Chesterfield is the fourth largest school system in
Virginia and among the 100 largest districts in the United States. Under Dr. Newsome’s
leadership Chesterfield continues to enjoy an excellent reputation for high performance as
evcidenced by numerous accomplishments: Chesterfield is the largest school system in the
Commonwealth of Virginia to have all schools fully accredited by the Virginia Department of
Education for three consecutive years.

Prior to moving to Chesterfield, Dr. Newsome served as superintendent of Newport News Public
Schools. During his tenure the district earned national recognition, and all high schools were
ranked by Newsweek magazineasamongAmer i ca 6 s B e sDr. Nedsorgethas&se ho ol s .
worked in Prince George’s County (Md.) Public Schools, the 17" largest school system in the
country with more than 130,000 students, serving as a regional executive director, director of
student support programs, and principal. He also has worked as a curriculum writer, dean of
students and art and mathematics teacher for the District of Columbia Public Schools.

Dr. Newsome earned a doctorate degree in educational leadership from Bowie State University
in Maryland, and a doctorate degree in religious education from International Seminary in
Plymouth, Florida, a master’s degree in administration and supervision from Bowie State
University, and a bachelor’s degree from Elizabeth City State University in North Carolina.

He has served as co-chair of Governor Tim Kaine’s Education Transition Policy Committee;
Harvard University Associate in Practice; chair of the College of William and Mary School
University Research Network; Associate Professor at Virginia Commonwealth University and an
education advisor to members of the U.S. Congress.

Dr. Newsome is also the recipient of numerous awards, including the FBI Community Service
Award, NAACP Living Legend’s Award, Presidential Citation from the National Association for
Equal Opportunity in Higher Education, and Virginia School Board Association Award of
Distinction.
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